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Cyberspace is the domain of  global digital electronic 
telecommunications. Broader than the “Internet,” it 
includes the entire spectrum of networked informa-

tion and communication systems worldwide. As cyberspace 
permeates all aspects of society, economics and politics, 
it is now widely recognized as “critical infrastructure” by 
governments and the private sector. Downtime of a telecom-
munications network, even for a few minutes, can trigger 
huge financial losses for customers and clients. 

At the same time, cyberspace is entering into a period of 
intense contestation and potential chaos, as a multitude of 
different actors (states, civil society, businesses, militants 
and organized criminal groups) struggle to shape the domain 
in their strategic interests. Many governments are now grap-
pling with a wide range of new threats that have emerged, 
including cybercrime, espionage and warfare. Major U.S. 
and European corporations have experienced data breaches, 
some of which trace back to the network spaces of adver-
saries like China. For its part, China has faced challenges 
from technology-enhanced dissidents and ethnic-nationalist 

movements seeking greater autonomy. 
The securitization of cyberspace—a transformation of 

the domain into a matter of national security—is perhaps the 
most important force shaping global communications today. 
Cybersecurity is the field of practice that covers both threats 
to and through cyberspace, around which there is signifi-
cant political tension and national variation. Policymakers 
around the world are rushing to develop strategies to deal 
with what they perceive as a growing range of cyber-related 
threats. Some are following the lead of the U.S., setting up 
dedicated cyber commands within their armed forces and 
laying out formal doctrines for cyberspace foreign policy 
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SOURCES: OpenNet Initiative; Martyn Williams of
the International Data Group; �e New York Times.

Filtering includes selected web page blocking and removing sites from search results.
*No data does not necessarily mean no �ltering occurs.

† Data applies to the previous 
governments of Libya and 
Tunisia, which have since 
been overthrown.

MOLDOVA

TUNISIA†

VIETNAM

BURMA

Pervasive
Substantial
Selective
No evidence
of �ltering
No Data*

Internet
Filtering

Limiting Freedom on the Internet
According to OpenNet Initiative, a group that monitors Internet censorship and content restrictions, many governments 
speci�cally limit political content related to opposing viewpoints, human rights, religion and freedom of expression.


